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Reference Number: P-41002 

Mailing Number: 353866 

Mailing Date: July 18, 2007 



DECISION OF REJECTION 

Patent Application No. Patent Application No . 2002-205605 

Drafting Date July 13, 2007 

Examiner of Patent Office Satoshi WATANABE 8 622 5P00 

Title of the Invention IMAGE PICKUP APPARATUS AND 

PHOTOMETER 

Patent Applicant FUJIFILM Corporation 

Agent Shohei OGURI (and 4 others) 



This application should be refused by the reason 
described in the notification of reasons for refusal dated 
February 28, 2007. 

Meanwhile, we studied contents of the written argument 
and written amendment, but we cannot find a sufficient ground 
to revoke the reason for refusal. 



COMMENT 



The applicant amends claims, and describes, in the 
written argument, that "(4) Difference between the Present 
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Invention and the Cited References (a) Cited reference 1 ( JP 
2000-125209 A) describes, in paragraph [0056], that exposure 
calculation is carried out only with an exposure signal from 
a low-sensitivity element, as pointed out by the examiner. 
Explaining this with reference to Fig. 4 of this application, 
it means that the characteristic line B is extended to 0EV and 
an exposure value in the entire range of 0EV - 8EV is calculated 
only with photometry data of the characteristic line B. That 
is, it means that the characteristic line A is not used even 
in the range of 0EV - 4EV. In contrast, in the invention of 
this application, calculation of an exposure value is carried 
out by using only the characteristic line A in the range of 
0EV - 4EV, and by using only the characteristic line B in the 
range of 4EV - 8EV, and the configuration of the invention is 
completely different from that of the cited reference 1. 
Therefore, we believe that the invention of this application 
cannot be easily conceived from the cited reference 1. (b) 
Cited reference 2 (JP 2002-057939 A) discloses, in paragraph 
[0032] , a technique for calculating an optimum exposure value 
by adding a long time exposure signal and a short time exposure 
signal to obtain its average value, as pointed out by the 
examiner. Explaining this with reference to Fig. 4 of this 
application, in a range between the vicinity of 4EV of the 
characteristic line A in which the short time exposure signal 
goes completely white, and the vicinity of 0EV of the 
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characteristic line B in which the long time exposure signal 
extended to the vicinity of OEV goes completely black, i.e., 
a range in which the characteristic line A and the 
characteristic line B overlap, an average value is obtained 
by using both of the characteristic line A and the 
characteristic line B, and used as an optimum exposure value. 
In contrast, in the invention of this application, a diagram 
of photometry lines is provided in such a manner that the 
characteristic line A and the characteristic line B do not 
overlap at the same EV value, and an exposure value is 
calculated only from one of the characteristic line A and the 
characteristic line B, and the cited reference 2 and the 
invention of this application invention are completely 
different in configuration of the invention. Therefore, we 
believe that the invention of this application cannot be easily 
conceived from the cited reference 2. In addition, even if 
the technique of the cited reference 1 for calculating an 
exposure value in the entire range of OEV - 8EV only by the 
characteristic line B is combined with the cited reference 2 
as described above, we believe that the invention of this 
application, in which a characteristic line for calculating 

an exposure value is switched A — > B depending on whether 
high-sensitivity pixel is saturated or not, cannot be easily 
conceived." Therefore, we will hereinafter study it below. 
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STUDY 

Claim 1 - Claim 3: In the above-mentioned written argument, 
the applicant describes, "therefore, we believe that the 
invention of this application cannot be easily conceived from 
the cited reference 2. In addition, even if the technique of 
the cited reference 1 for calculating an exposure value in the 
entire range of OEV - 8EV only by the characteristic line B 
is combined with the cited reference 2 as described above, we 
believe that the invention of this application, in which a 
characteristic line for calculating an exposure value is 
switched A — > B depending on whether high-sensitivity pixel 
is saturated or not, cannot be easily conceived." However, 
in exposure control of an image pickup device using 
low-sensitivity pixels and high-sensitivity pixels, it is not 
particular to use outputs of different sensitivity elements 
for exposure control by switching the outputs of the different 
sensitivity elements depending on brightness, i.e., carry out 
AE/AF by using an output of low-sensitivity pixels when a 
photographic subject is bright, and carry out AE/AF control 
by using high-sensitivity pixels when the photographic subject 
is dark because , as described in, e.g., [0028] of JP 
2000-316163 A. In addition, it is a technical common sense 
to eliminate from data that is the underlying basis of exposure 
calculation, when they are saturated because when saturated, 
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even if exposure calculation is carried out using this 
saturated pixel value, an optimum exposure control amount 
cannot be obtained as described in, e.g., [0064] of JP 
Hei . 6-189187 A, JP Sho. 62-147872 A (page 4, lower right column, 
lines 12 - 14) , and JP Hei. 1-218178 A [Claim 1] , [page 4, upper 
left column, paragraph 3 - upper right column, paragraph 1] . 

Therefore, it is recognized that a person having ordinary 
skill in the art could easily have modified the cited reference 
1 to have the configuration "comprising control means for 
calculating the exposure value by using only photometry data 
outputted from the high-sensitivity pixels in case that the 
high-sensitivity pixels are not saturated, and calculating the 
exposure value by using only photometry data outputted from 
the low-sensitivity pixels in case that the high-sensitivity 
pixels are saturated and the low-sensitivity pixels are not 
saturated" as described in the invention of this application, 
in order to obtain an optimum exposure calculation value. 



When you are unsatisfied with this decision, you can 
demand for a trial to the Commissioner of the Patent Office 
within 30 days from the date of the transmittal of a duplicate 
copy of this decision (within 90 days, in case of a resident 
abroad) (Article 121, Paragraph 1 of the Patent Law) . 
(Teaching based on Article 46, Paragraph 2 of the 
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Administrative Case Litigation Law) 

Against this decision, you can bring an action for 
cancellation only to decision of a trial for demand of a trail 
about this decision (Article 178, Paragraph 6 of the Patent 
Law) . 



It is certified that the foregoing has no difference from the 
matter that has been recorded in the file. 
Certification Date July 17, 2007 

Administrative official of economy, trade and industry 

Emiko HIRASE 
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